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"Jessica Tiburcio is a UB Law student who
interned with the Kinship Unit over the summer
and has stayed on with the Health Unit. She
represented a kinship client in an administrative
hearing and won! ... [S]he did an amazing job
in preparing her case and our client, and did
fabulous during the hearing."
                 Sarah Hedden, Supervising Attorney

 NEW FACES AT CELJ

Michael McCracken

Bria Lewis

 INTERN SPOTLIGHT

Staff Attorney, Health Care Advocacy Unit

An Albany native, Bria obtained her
Juris Doctorate from New England
Law | Boston in 2018. In law school,
she interned for several nonprofit
organizations, from which she
realized a passion for helping the
low-income community and those
most in need. "I love going to work
knowing that each day I am making
a difference in someone's life. CELJ
has an incredible impact on the
community and the people they
serve. I am very excited to be a part
of this team."

Paralegal, Health Care Advocacy Unit

Mike joined CELJ in September of
2020 after a number of years
working in a real estate law office.
He is a WNY native and long time
resident, and holds degrees in Art
and Philosophy from SUNY Fredonia
and The University of Miami, FL.
When not spending time with his
eight-year old son, Mike volunteers
on the Board of Directors at Jung
Center Buffalo, where he also
facilitates a Men's Study Group.
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Ann F. Monroe

Ann began her career in State
Administration in Illinois, soon
advancing to Chief Administrator of
Bureau of the Budget—which
propelled her to launch a nonprofit
providing technical assistance and
training to organizations fighting
addiction in underserved
communities. 
 
Because of her nonprofit work, Ann
was recruited to lead Human
Resources at Blue Cross of
California, eventually becoming
Senior Vice President and Chief of
Staff to the President. Having had a
hand in leadership and nonprofit
management, Ann led the public
benefit strategy as BCC became
the first Blue plan to convert to for-
profit status, then known as
WellPoint.  Ann spent two years
working on a public benefits plan
that endowed two new California
foundations with $6 billion.

In the following few years, Ann
worked with other heath plans
white

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Ann Monroe, 
Retired Consultant
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interested in following a similar
path to create/endow foundations.
She was later recruited to work in
Buffalo as the first President for the
Health Foundation for Western and
Central New York, a post she held
for fifteen years.

In her “retirement” phase, Ann
continues her work in advancing
health policy and improving
organizational governance and
strategy. In addition to board and
volunteer service, she has also been
appointed by Governor Cuomo to a
seat on the state’s Public Health
and Health Planning Council.  CELJ
is the first local board Ann has
joined.

She was drawn to serve on CELJ’s
board because of her passion and
history in championing older
people.  Having worked with many
nonprofits in her life, as well as
forming mutually beneficial
relationships along the way, Ann
wanted to use her skills and share
her experiences with an
organization that she felt was truly
making a difference, and CELJ is a
leader in accomplishing great
outcomes for its clients.



"I appreciated the passion and
dedication of my lawyer, Laura, who

was truly vested in my case. After
having believed there was nothing else

we could've done when trying to
complete an adoption, Laura reached
out to me when there was a change in
the law. The fact that she remembered
me after months had gone by gave me

and my family new hope during a
difficult time. It definitely was a lot of

work, but it was worth it. I have
recommended The Center for Elder
Law & Justice to so many people."

Lainie Jones | Buffalo, NY | CELJ client



Thadeus “Ted” Dziekonski has
volunteered with CELJ since
January 2019, primarily helping
to staff the Senior Legal
Advice Helpline. As of March
2020, Ted had staffed
approximately 33 Helpline
shifts. His hard work and
generous spirit have been
apparent from the start.

When CELJ had to close its
doorsdoors in the middle of March 2020 as COVID-19 cases

began to spread throughout Western New York, the
Helpline expanded to help out as much as possible
during the “new normal.” Age restriction was
temporarily removed, and the Helpline promised 24/7
access through email and voicemail services, with a
callback from a licensed attorney within one business
day. 

In order to meet these new parameters, CELJ staff
attorneys took on shifts to assist Helpline manager Erin
Riker, Esq. Ted stepped up his commitment, taking on
three shifts a week and covering shifts for his peers
when their own caseloads required more of their
attention. From just mid-March to mid-September, Ted
has covered 35 additional Helpline shifts. 

Ted’s outstanding efforts and willingness to step up in a
time of great need influenced Director of Pro Bono
programs, Amanda Warner, Esq., to nominate him for
special recognition at the National Celebration of Pro
Bono, held virtually on October 29th.
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CELJ is proud to acknowledge the exemplary 
contributions by Attorney Emeritus volunteer 

THADEUS DZIEKONSKI
at the National Celebration of Pro Bono

on October 29, 2020.

To speak with Ted or another attorney about issues
related to evictions, unemployment, public assistance
and more, call the Senior Legal Advice Helpline at 

1 (844) 481-0973, or send an email to
helpline@elderjusticeny.org.



Advance Planning, including
Power of Attorney, Health Care
Proxy, Simple Wills
Name Changes
Gender Marker Changes
Discrimination Claims (on a
case-by-case basis), including
Employment and Housing
Discrimination Claims
Long Term Care Resident
Advocacy in Partnership with 

Legal Health “Check-Ups”

Through funding made possible by
the Borchard Foundation Center on
Law & Aging, we are pleased to
announce the launch of the Silver
Pride Partnership, offering free civil
legal services to meet the needs of
the older LGBTQ+ community. 

The following services will be
available to those who self-identify
as LGBTQ+, are age 50 and older,
and meet income restriction
guidelines:

      the Regional Ombudsman
      Program

For questions or to discuss potential
representation, please contact 
Christopher Phillips at (716) 853-3087
ext. 283 or by email at
cphillips@elderjusticeny.org

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT:

The Silver Pride
Partnership

To inquire about ordering the Silver Pride Partnership's
rack card for circulation, please call Director of

Development and External Relations Shana DiCamillo at 
(716) 853-3087 ext. 277.
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"On behalf of the Yadzinski family I
cannot thank you and your team

enough for your guidance, compassion
and dedication to my father's case. Our
mission all along has been to keep him

at home, in the environment tailored to
serve his unique needs and we've

achieved this objective. You've helped
make it possible for my father to

engage in his life's passions of music,
art and science with dignity and on his

own terms during these final years.
Ultimately, your interventions bought

him the most precious gift of all—
time."

Greg Yadzinski | Son of CELJ client, Edward



Giving Tuesday is the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving. It was
established to promote charity and giving after two of the largest
shopping days, Black Friday and Cyber Monday, and is a day that

encourages people to do good.

 givingtuesday.org

In preparation for this year's Giving Tuesday, the Center for Elder Law
and Justice is mailing a newsletter to discuss CELJ's mission and

especially to highlight all the hard work our team has put in to reach
and provide help to our clients during the pandemic. Stay connected
with CELJ through Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram for ways

you can participate in the #givingtuesday movement.

We will also have an exciting participation challenge for Giving
Tuesday – be on the lookout for more details!

To make a donation, go to www.lightthewayforjustice.org. 9



Alan, who is deaf, was medically
ready for discharge from
ECMC but was unable to return
home due to problems with his
landlord.  While Alan was in the
hospital, his landlord issued an
eviction notice and illegally
changed the locks to Alan's
apartment. 

CELJ's MedLaw Unit advocated
on Alan's behalf and was able to
negotiate his return to his
apartment within one day of
receiving the referral from ECMC
staff.  This removed the discharge
barrier and reduced his length of
stay at ECMC.  

MedLaw also defended Alan at a
subsequent eviction proceeding,
ultimately resulting in him
remaining in his apartment for
more than two and a half months.
This allowed him time to find
alternative housing and avoid
homelessness.

When her daughter, Kristen, was
hospitalized for months after a
horrific domestic violence attack,
Rose obtained custody of Kristen's
children—her grandchildren. Rose
encountered multiple issues
working with the Department of
Social Services through no fault of
her own. CELJ's Kinship Unit
advocated   on  Rose's  behalf  
 and

and managed to keep the children
with family.

CELJ also pushed through delays in
court proceedings to allow Kristen's
children to visit their mother, a
domestic violence survivor. The
children have since been returned
to their mother, the abuser is in
prison, and the family is healing—
together.

OUR CLIENTS' STORIES
We'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has donated to CELJ.

Here is what your contribution helps support:

10All names have been changed to protect the anominity of our clients.

When Juanita's husband passed away
leaving over $20,000 in medical bills,
CELJ's Consumer Unit represented her
by contacting the Attorney for the
Judgment Creditor and provided
verification that her sole income was
Social Security and she did not own
any real property.  The AJC has not
pursued collecting the outstanding
payment, and Juanita no longer owes
this exorbitant medical debt.


