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It is the mission of 

Center for Elder Law & Justice to 

improve the quality of life for elderly, disabled 

and low-income persons in Western New York. We do 

so through the provision of free civil legal services, primarily to 

individuals age sixty and over as defined by the federal Older Americans Act, 

but also to younger disabled and low-income individuals, as funding permits. 

Our primary goal is to use the legal system to assure that our clients may live 

independently and with dignity.
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We have been preparing for the greying of the world 
for the past decade.

A LETTER FROM THE CEO
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I am old enough to remember discussing the “Silver Tsunami” and the earnest 
preparations to plan for 2020, when, for the first time in history, older adults 
worldwide were projected to outnumber children. The US Census projects that we 
will reach this milestone here in America in less than 15 years. 

It is well-known in our community of advocates that services for children are seen 
as investments, while services for older people are viewed as expenditures. 
Indeed, as I write this, the President’s Executive Budget was just released and, (as 
has been the case for the past 3 years) it included cuts to many of the programs 
our clients rely upon. Last month, it was announced that New York State faces a 
multi-billion dollar gap in the Medicaid program, which is being blamed on users 
of long-term care, (mostly older adults). Local nursing homes are getting sold off to 
out-of-state investment groups, quality is rapidly decreasing and we have a 
shortage of aides to care for our most vulnerable neighbors.   

It is easy to get discouraged. 

During times like this, I think about what it was that drove me to work in the 
legal services field. My mother lived through WWII, and left Germany with her only 
remaining family member – my grandmother. She ended up passing away when I 
was 11 years old, because she was a non-citizen, with no public benefits, and my 
family could not afford to keep her in the hospital long-term when she became ill. 
Learning about the injustice of this situation made me determined to protect our 
elders – no one should die because they do not have health insurance. 

Nevertheless, CELJ continues the fight for justice, as we expand both our programs 
and reach. CELJ remains a leader in innovative technology, such as our Legal Risk 
Detector and Senior Financial Safety Tool, both of which are now models across 
the country for locating and assisting difficult-to-reach clients. Over the past two 
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years we have expanded 
beyond direct services, adding our 
first policy advocate, Lindsay Heckler, who travels 
the state testifying on behalf of issues that impact older 
adults. We developed the first Surrogate’s Court Help Center in New York 
that partners court personnel with a legal services provider. Every week, someone 
on staff comes to me with a great new idea to meet the need for our services. 

Despite my concerns about our societal preparedness, I am bolstered by the 
tenacity and enthusiasm of the advocates in the trenches. It is exciting to be at the 
forefront of massive societal change that will provide opportunities for creativity, 
leadership and innovation. Lastly, as my daughter is graduating from college and 
asking herself what she should do with her career, I realize an entire generation is 
witnessing our wealthy country fail to care for its poor, old, and vulnerable. These 
young people are asking themselves the same questions: “how do I make change? 
What should I do with my career? How can I make a difference?” The way they 
answer these questions will be the future of this country – and the world. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Cynthia E. Vance, Esq.
Jensen, Marks, Langer & Vance, LLC

Vice Presidents
John C. Brady, III
Medtronic

Jill K. Bond, Esq.
Rich Products

Steven Bengart, Esq.
Bengart & DeMarco, LLP

Secretary
David J. Starkey, Esq.
Law Office of Patricia George

Treasurer
Holly Hejmowski, CPA
Freed Maxick

MEMBERS

Hon. Rosalie Bailey
Retired, Erie County Family Court

Douglas J. Curella, Jr., Esq.
Office of Hon. Mark J. Grisanti

Sarah Galvan, Esq.
Justice in Aging 

Heather Giambra, Esq.
Schroeder, Joseph & Associates, LLP

Denise Gonez-Santos
Erie 1 BOCES

Garry M. Graber, Esq.
Hodgson Russ LLP

Ryan D. Ledebur, Esq.
Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC
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Tolulope F. Odunsi
University at Buffalo School of Law

Timothy M. O’Mara, Esq.
Downey & O’Mara

Deena K. Mueller-Funke, Esq.
Phillips Lytle LLP

Edward C. Robinson, Esq.
Hurwitz & Fine, P.C.

James Schwegler, Esq.
M&T Bank

Jamie Smith, Esq.
Smith Vavonese

Robert C. Weissflach, Esq.
Harter Secrest Emery LLP

MEMBERS
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NEW STAFF

Kelsie Abbt
Legal Assistant

Emily Alvarez
Legal Assistant

Amanda Chase
Social Worker

Shana DiCamillo
Director of Development & 
External Relations

Rhonda DiPronio
Social Worker

Stefan Foster
Paralegal

Katelyn Gindele, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Nicholas Gregori
Director of Finance 

Donna Krautsak
Receptionist

Emilee Kreitzer
Legal Assistant

Jenna Kuhnle
Paralegal

Gabrielle Markle, Esq.
Contract Attorney

Mary Mazur
Law Graduate

Caroline McDonough, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Daniel Rice
Paralegal

Ilene Ruiz
Paralegal

Makayla Santiago
Development & Communications
Coordinator

Amanda Warner, Esq.
Pro Bono Director

Pamela Whitacre
Staff Accountant

YOU CAN VOLUNTEER FOR THE HELPLINE 
BY CONTACTING ERIN AT ERIKER@ELDERJUSTICENY.ORG
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YOU CAN VOLUNTEER FOR THE HELPLINE 
BY CONTACTING ERIN AT ERIKER@ELDERJUSTICENY.ORG

1-844-481-0973
SENIOR LEGAL ADVICE HELPLINE

Adults over the age of 60 can call and 
speak directly to an attorney regard-
ing their legal questions and concerns 
by contacting our Senior Legal Advice 
Helpline. This free service is availa-
ble Monday through Friday from 9am 
–11am EST, and is led by Attorney Erin 
Riker. We are able to offer this service 
to those living in Erie, Niagara, Alleg-
any, Monroe, Livingston, and Steuben 
counties, and can answer questions on 
a wide variety of legal issues, including 
consumer protection, health insurance, 
housing issues, and more. Older adults 
may be facing issues that they don’t 

realize are legal concerns. One caller 
came to our Helpline with questions 
about managing nursing home care, 
Medicaid, and an inheritance. Another 
called about living situation concerns 
and home health care. While we may 
not always be able to resolve the situa-
tion, we can direct callers to the appro-
priate resources, provide guidance, and 
in some situations, open up a full case 
for representation at our agency. This 
unique service is available thanks to the 
generosity of our volunteer attorneys.



4,078
Cases closed

in 2019

3,380

65%

6,912Cases opened

over the age of 60

People served

in 2019

in 2019
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87%
are under 200% of 
the poverty level

324 outreach events

CELJ was 
present at

in the community that 
were attended by 

12,961 Western 
New Yorkers

CELJ STATISTICS



$1,239.799.46

Our services in the Kinship Care, 
Housing, Health Care, Foreclosure, 

Guardianship, and Elder Abuse 
Prevention Units saved taxpayers 

across New York State

in 2019

1%
Hispanic

1%
Native 

American

3%
Asian

8%
Other, Unspecified, 

Multiracial

$11,729,553.91

Through our Elder Abuse 
Prevention, Foreclosure  

Prevention, Consumer, Housing, 
Income Maintenance, and Health 
Care Units, we helped our clients 

recover or save

in 2019

20%
67%

African 
American

White, 
non-Hispanic

11CLIENT DEMOGRAPHICS



Our Mobile Legal Unit has been providing 
“done in a day” legal assistance to seniors 
throughout Western New York since 2016.

In 2019 we held:
25  MLU events across 5 counties (Allegany, 
Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Erie & Niagara).

Issues addressed ranged from debt collections 
and family law to Medicaid. We provided 
guidance on how to initiate a small claims court 
proceeding, and best practices for choosing 
your power of attorney, as well as answers 
to housing and healthcare questions. We also 
conducted legal health check-ups using our 
Legal Risk Detector app, which is also used by 
non-legal service providers to screenfor 
common legal issues facing older adults.

We want to thank Majority Leader Crystal 
Peoples-Stokes, NYS Senator Tim Kennedy, 
Assemblymember Karen McMahon, A
ssembly member Monica Wallace, Legislator 
John Bruso and ECMC’s Mobile Mammography 
Unit, as well as all of the locations that hosted 
MLU events for collaborating with us in 2019. 
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MOBILE LEGAL UNIT

Molly White, Esq., Assemblymember 
Karen McMahon, and Melissa Woods

Katelyn Gindele, Esq., Jesslyn Holbrook, 
Esq., Kristen Schaub, Esq., and 

Christopher Phillips at the Genesis 
Center of Buffalo with the 

Mobile Legal Unit 
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Through our MedLaw Partnership, we are able to work with 
individuals who may have legal issues that are impacting their 
overall health, or legal concerns due to failing health. 
MedLaw is open to patients of any age at the following 
participating locations:  Erie County Medical Center, Buffalo 
General Medical Center, Gates Vascular Institute, and The 
Lighthouse Free Medical Clinic.

In addition, funding from Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert allows us to provide free legal 
help to all breast cancer patients or survivors, regardless of where they receive their health care. 

When we address legal matters for our clients, it allows them to focus on what needs to come first: 
their health, families, and happiness. For example, Susan Clarke*, a 2-year breast cancer 
survivor, was discharged from a job that she held for 17 years and worried how she would manage 
her health without continuation of coverage. Our attorney was able to negotiate with the employer 
to cover her health benefits for a longer period of time while she sought new employment. 

Denise Cliff* came to us through the MedLaw Partnership in urgent need of help. A paraplegic 
patient who was admitted to the hospital for complex medical needs, Denise confessed to a 

social worker that she was being subjected to 
horrific physical and emotional abuse by her 
caregiver, with whom she resided. Our team 
worked to get an order of protection in place, 
and the abusive caretaker was arrested. In 
addition, we were able to execute a new 
Power of Attorney, and provide assistance 
with the financial situation that Denise was in 
as a result of the caretaker’s actions. She was 
discharged to a safe environment, and her 
health has improved significantly. 

DURING 2019, THE MEDLAW 
PARTNERSHIP SUCCESSFULLY:

Avoided two utility cutoffs during 
winter for patients with severe medical 
conditions, COPD, and/or asthma.

Intervened in several elder abuse matters.

Assisted with multiple eviction matters 
on behalf of patients who were facing 
eviction while hospitalized.

Matched 13 patients with reduced-cost 
Social Security Disability attorneys 
who offer their services exclusively to 
our MedLaw clients through their 
community partnerships with our 
organization.

Helped clients with end-of-life 
matters, including: Wills, Powers of 
Attorney, and Health Care Proxies. Destiny Johnson, Rachel Baldassaro, Esq., and 

staff from ECMC’s Mobile Mammography 
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Stefan Foster received the 
Rookie of the Year Award 
from the NYS Long-Term 

Care Ombudsman Program 
and People, Inc., and was 
the recipient of Daemen 

College’s Annual Excellence 
Award for Paralegal Studies.

STEFAN FOSTER

Sarah Hedden, Esq., named 
a member of the US 
Administration for 

Community Living’s 
Advisory Council to 

Support Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren. 

SARAH HEDDEN

Karen Nicolson, CEO, finalist 
for the Cause Award, part of 
the Community Foundation 

for Greater Buffalo’s 
Centennial Celebration.

KAREN NICOLSON

Tony Szczygiel, Esq., 
receipient of the Howard 
Hinds Memorial Award, 

from the National Consumer 
Voice for Quality 
Long-Term Care.

TONY SZCZYGIEL

Garry Graber, Esq., named 
as a Buffalo Business First 

Legal Elite.

GARRY GRABER

Holly Hejmowski, CPA, 
named as a Buffalo Business 

First 40 Under 40.

HOLLY HEJMOWSKI

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION
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IN THE NEWS

Edward Robinson, Esq., 
named as a Buffalo Business 

First Legal Elite.

EDWARD ROBINSON

Cynthia Vance, Esq., named 
as a Buffalo Business First 
Woman of Influence, and 

one of the Power 
125 Women. 

CYNTHIA VANCE

Western NY Coalition 
Pooled Trust – recipient of 
the Program of Excellence 

Award, by Network in Aging.

WESTERN NEW 
YORK COALITION 
POOLED TRUST

Rachel Baldassaro, Esq., Jesslyn Holbrook, Esq., and Karen Nicolson, CEO appeared 
on Channel 7’s AM Buffalo to discuss CELJ’s work in the community, highlighting the 
Mobile Legal Unit, MedLaw Partnership, and Senior Legal Advice Helpline. 

Rachel Baldassaro, Esq., featured in Buffalo Business First, "Patient advocate: Rachel 
Baldassaro, project director of MedLaw."

Kelly Barrett Sarama, Esq. and Erin Riker, Esq., quoted in the Buffalo News, "Legal 
Community Looks forward to Ginsberg Visit."

Kelly Barrett Sarama, Esq., featured in the Buffalo News, "Next Generation: Kelly 
Barrett, elder law attorney and health care rights advocate."

Sarah Duval, Esq., interviewed on WBFO, "Buffalo’s Center for Elder Law & Justice to 
link elder abuse victims to social workers," and featured in news coverage for World 
Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  
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Lindsay Heckler, Esq. provided background information for several articles 
surrounding the state of nursing homes in Western New York, and was interviewed 
by the Buffalo News: 
 • Dec 1, 2019: “After wandering senior nearly froze to death, Amherst facility 
  is fined $1,000” 
 • July 14, 2019: “New York’s top nursing homes less likely to admit poor” 
 • April, 24, 2019: “After 5 years in a nursing home, a Buffalo woman moves out”
 • March 5, 2019: “Nursing home problems for owners of Sweet Brook go 
  beyond Berkshires” 
 • January 4, 2019: “Emerald South nursing home officially closed” 

Specifically regarding the Tonawanda Oakwood Senior Living facility: 
 • May 31, 2019: “Tonawanda adult care facility seeks judicial intervention” 
 • May 30, 2019: “State orders Tonawanda adult care home to close after 
  citing it for medication mistakes” 

She was also featured in the Buffalo Law Journal, “Lax rule enforcement hurts 
nursing homes, attorney says;” and, interviewed on WECK, “In Our Community 
with Penny Wolfgang.” 

Jesslyn Holbrook, Esq., published in WNY Physician Magazine, Vol. 4 2019 “The 
Medical-Legal Partnership at Buffalo General Medical Center/Gates Vascular 
Institute: Addressing Social Determinants of Health Through a Unique 
Multidisciplinary Partnership;” and, interviewed by the Clarence Bee, “Elder Law 
Day offers playbook for financial, healthcare decisions.”  

The Legal Risk Detector App, mentioned in The Atlantic, “Justice for Some” and in 
“Legal Tech for Non-Lawyers: Report of the Survey of U.S. Legal Technologies”, a 
report by Rebecca Sandefur, American Bar Foundation Faculty Fellow and 2018 
MacArthur Genius Grant recipient.  

Brad Loliger, Esq., featured in the Buffalo Law Journal’s Emerging Attorney section, and 
interviewed on-air in Sound Magazine and WNY Tonight with Tammie Lee Demler.  

Erin Riker, Esq., discussed the Senior Legal Advice Helpline in Buffalo Business First, 
“Senior helpline now available in Erie County.”  

IN THE NEWS
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Tony Szczygiel, Esq., featured in the Buffalo Law Journal, “Attorney lauded for 
elder law commitment” and the Buffalo News, “Buffalo man wins national award for 
helping nursing home residents.” Quoted in the Buffalo News, “Understaffing often 
plagues nursing homes, but state rarely cracks down.  

Amanda Warner, Esq., published in NYSBA’s Pro Bono News, Vol. 30 No. 3 “Erie 
County Surrogate’s Court Help Center Brings an Innovative Approach to Assisting 
the Unrepresented.” 

New funding was received from the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim and 
Witness Assistance Grant Program through New York State, which will expand the 
important work of the Elder Advocacy Program in both Chautauqua and 
Cattaraugus Counties.  

CELJ received increased funding to expand the Senior Legal Advice Helpline into Erie 
County.  

The Center for Elder Law & Justice was added as a Legal Assistance provider in  
Steuben County, under Title III-B of the Older Americans Act, which ensures that 
area agencies on aging can meet the individual needs of older adults and 
caregivers in the community.  

NEW GRANT FUNDING

The Center for Elder Law & Justice has been named as a grant recipient by the 
Garman Family Foundation Fund, administered by the Community Foundation 
for Greater Buffalo. A grant in the amount of $50,000 will support transitional ser-
vices for elder abuse victims, addressing the psychological, emotional, and social 
well-being of older adults who have experienced maltreatment.
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Lindsay 
Heckler, Esq.,

 and Karen 
Nicolson, CEO accept
 the grant award from 

Eugene Urban, Executive 
Director of the Oddfellow and 

Rebekah Benefit Fund, along with 
other members of their board.  

NEW GRANT FUNDING

A group of 16 nonprofits will receive $1.6 million in grant funding from Erie County 
through its 2019 Poverty Initiatives Allocation. The recipients were selected by the 
Erie County Poverty Committee from 61 proposals for transformational projects that 
empower people living in (or at risk of falling into) poverty. The Center for Elder Law 
& Justice received $89,600 to train attorneys to work with adults with 
developmental disabilities, through a collaboration with People, Inc.   

The Center for Elder Law & Justice is proud to be among the first grant recipients 
awarded by the newly formed Odd Fellow and Rebekah Benefit Fund. A grant in the 
amount of $50,000 will be used to advocate for quality care in our WNY nursing 
homes and adult care facilities. 



19

The Surrogate’s Court Help Center

The Help Center got off the ground in November 
2018, thanks to the vision of Hon. Acea M. Mosey, 
Erie County Surrogate’s Court Judge, the support 
and dedication of volunteer attorneys from the 
private bar, and the collaborative expertise of CELJ 
Staff. Its creation was driven by the needs of 
hundreds of unrepresented litigants attempting to 
navigate the Surrogate’s Court without the 
assistance of an attorney. 

In 2019, 336 unrepresented people in need of 
advice and counsel were assisted through the 
program by 17 volunteer attorneys: 

PRO BONO PROGRAM

Amanda Warner, Esq., 
Director of Pro Bono Programs

Terrie Benson Murray
Benjamin Cranston
Joshua Dubs
Howard Frank
Henry Gartner
Kathleen Garvey
William Maldovan
Jay Organek 
George Riedel

Edward Robinson
Gary Schaff
Barbara Schaus
Daniel Schaus
Daniel Shonn
Jamie Smith
Frank Vavonese
Mary Virginia 
Mark Walling

Although there are at least five other Surrogate’s 
Court Help Centers across New York State, the 
Erie County Surrogate’s Court Help Center has 
gained recognition statewide as the first to use a 
collaborative model wherein court employees, 
legal services staff, and the private bar work 
together on-site to assist the unrepresented. 
Court staff triage the cases that come in, provide 
information as appropriate, and when more 
assistance is needed, refer the client to an on-site 
volunteer attorney to provide limited scope legal 
advice and counsel that cannot be provided by the 
Court employees. 
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(Continued from previous page)

The Help Center’s unique model is an effective 
and innovative way to bridge the justice gap for 
many unrepresented people during what is often a 
stressful, confusing and emotionally charged time 
in their lives. Though the time spent with the pro 
bono attorney is brief, the volunteer’s expertise 
in Surrogate’s Court matters makes a substantial 
impact. In a brief consultation, attorneys can make 
recommendations on courses of action the client 
should or should not take, assist clients in 
assessing the relative merits of their case (or lack 
thereof), review and explain documents and court 
papers, explain procedures and what to expect at 
various stages of a court proceeding, and provide 
further direction on next steps to take.  

It is clear that in just one year, the Help Center has 
distinguished itself as a tremendously valuable 
asset to all parties involved. By dedicating time and 
resources to this partnership, the Court has 
improved its case processing and ability to manage 
its pro se litigant caseload. Many volunteers have 
expressed an appreciation for the opportunity to 
do good work and provide meaningful assistance 
to the underserved in a time commitment condu-
cive to maintaining a busy law practice (each shift 
is a 2 hour commitment). Others have noted the 
sense of professional satisfaction in addressing 
interesting issues that do not present themselves in 
their day to day practice.  

Looking ahead, CELJ would like to expand the pro 
bono attorney component of the Help Center from 
two to three shifts per week. Western New York 
attorneys with Surrogate’s Court and estate 
planning experience who are interested in 
becoming part of this successful and rewarding 
program can contact Amanda at (716) 853-3087, 
extension 241, or at awarner@elderjusticeny.org.   

PRO BONO PROGRAM

Barbara Schaus, Esq. 
at Surrogate’s Court
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CELJ partnered with the Women’s Bar 
Association of the State of New York’s Western 
New York Chapter and the Genesis Center to 
assist 21 clients through free Powers of 
Attorney and Health Care Proxy clinics in May 
and August 2019.  

For the fourth year in a row, CELJ prepared 
Wills, Powers of Attorney and Health Care 
Proxies for 64 clients through two clinics 
hosted by Majority Leader Crystal Peo-
ples-Stokes’ Office. (Right: Karen Nicolson and 
Crystal Peoples-Stokes at the Wills Clinic at 
Schiller Park Senior Center.)

Center for Elder Law and Justice partnered with 
The Erie County Department of Senior Services 
to host the 19th Annual Elder Law Day on 
Thursday, June 6, 2019. This event is attended 
by approximately 500 individuals each year, 
and provides information on legal issues  
impacting older adults, to assist them in making 
informed choices about their health and 
financial well-being. 

According to Jesslyn Holbrook, Esq., “This 
friendly, no pressure, no-sales event is an 
opportunity for older adults and their 
caregivers to ask those questions that may 
be nagging them about legal issues they 
are facing, and to learn from experts about 
the issues affecting older adults.”  Seniors, 
caregivers, and family members attended 
up to three attorney-led seminars on top-
ics such as guardianship, estate planning, 
health insurance, patient rights, power of 
attorney and the role of a health care proxy, 
and scams targeting seniors. Guests also 

had the opportunity to register for free, 
15-minute consultations with volunteer 
attorneys.  

An array of community agencies were also 
on hand to share their information and 
expertise on available services.  Additional 
sponsors of Elder Law Day 2019 included 
AARP-NY; the Bar Association of Erie 
County; Network in Aging; the New York 
State Bar Association, Elder Law Section; 
and SUNY Buffalo Law School. 

PRO BONO EVENTS
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22 2019 DONOR LIST

55 clients received full scope representation through referrals to 44 pro bono 
attorneys, who worked 536 hours.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PRO BONO VOLUNTEERS!

Morgan Arndt 
Steven Bengart 
Terrie Benson Murray 
Cindy Buckley 
Janine Chapman 
Benjamin Cranston 
Joshua Dubs 
Thadeus Dziekonski, 
Francesca Falzone 
Noemi Fernandez 
Howard Frank 
Henry Gartner 
Kathleen Garvey 
Ruth George 
Christopher Grover 
Jean Harris 
Thomas Keefe 
Marianne Koenig 
Elizabeth Kraengel 
William Maldovan 
Bonnie McLaughlin 
Jay Organek 

Jessica Peraza 
Karen Perrigo 
Leah Ranke 
Bruce Reinoso 
George Riedel 
Edward Robinson 
Elisa Roeseler 
Zahra Salih 
Gary Schaff 
Barbara Schuas 
Daniel Schaus 
Daniel Shonn 
Jamie Smith 
David Starkey 
Tony Szczygiel 
Laura Tulyk-Rossi 
Frank Vavonese 
Mary Virginia 
Judy Wagner 
Mark Walling 
Therese Wincott 
Ruth Wiseman 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INTERNS WHO DID 
OUTSTANDING WORK FOR US IN 2019!
Morgan Arndt 
Alex Balmer 
Rebekah Benes 
Cindy Buckley 
Richard Caldicott 
Marissa Egloff 
Savannah Figueroa 
Lauren Gill 
Mary Hamilton 

Keith Jensen 
Destiny Johnson
Robert Neill 
Victoria Roden 
Zahra Salih 
Cara Smith
Stephen Soos 
Kortnie Williams 
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Thank you to the following donors who contributed to the Center for 
Elder Law & Justice during 2019:

Morton Abramson
Peter S. Aiello
Donald A. Alessi
David Alexander
Artelai Allen
Tina Amato
Bruce and Delorice Anderson
Michael Angelo
Anonymous
Nasrin Anwar
Charles Arcovio
James and Diane Arnone
L. Augustine
Hedwig M. Auletta
Adaria Austin-Robinson
Frank A. Bagarozzi
Sandra Baker
Rachel Baldassaro
Sean Balkin
John Ballow
Andrew Baranyi
Gloria Barkley Smith
Mary Barrett
Winston Barrus
Susan Bartus
Dale Bauman
Kelly Beauchamp
Candace Lynn Bell
Michael Benden
Thomas W. Bender
Janet Bensman
George A. Berbary
Elizabeth Bergen
Patricia Best
Katherine Bestine
Alynn Beyder
Gary Billingsley
Namizol Bilongo Diangani
Dennis J. Bischof
George Blair

Edward S. Bloomberg
Robert Peter Bogdan
Emanuel Bonadonna
Jill Bond
Kevin Bonk
Charles Borzillire
Diane F. Bosse
John and Patricia Brill
Gregory L. Brown
Marc Brown
Ryan Brown
Thomas E. Brydges
Craig Bucki
Regina Burke
Jacqueline Burton
Barbara Bush
Evan Bussiere
Patricia M. Caluori
Karen Campbell
Dominic Paul Candino
Marcia Capone
Kathleen Carmody
Mary G. Carney
Jerome D. Carrel
Alan S. Carrel
Patricia Carrington
Bruce Carter
Robert J. Castellani
Joe R. Cavan
Marilyn Cedrone
Joyce and Philip Celniker
Anthony Chabala
Ashley Chambers
Mike Chapman, Jr.
Kathleen Charvat
Michael Chelus
Robert Ciesielski
Paula Ciprich
Peter Clark
Lynn A. Clarke
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Madeline Coburn
Frederick B. Cohen
Debra Cole
J. Michael Collins
Virgenmina Colon
Robert and Susan Conklin
Joseph R. Connelly
Caitlin M. Connelly
Kim Diana Connolly
Thomas V. Considine
Paul Craig
Douglas J. Curella
Steve Dahlberg
Victoria D'Angelo
Patricia Dantzler-Kenner
Donna J. Daughenbaugh
Rosalie Davies
Ann Davis
Erin Delaney
Shana DiCamillo
Judith DiCamillo
Thomas and Melinda Disare
Marsha Dixon
Joseph and Mindy Doerfler
Cassandra Douglas
Audrey and Donald Dowling
Brian W. Downey
Kathleen Downing
Elizabeth Drzewiecki
Joshua Dubs
Sarah Duval
Jane Duval
Thadeus Dziekonski
Alexandra Dzielski
Gayle Eagan
Catherine B Eberl
John B. Elliott
Edward J Everetts
Margaret and Randy Fahs
Thomas C. Farley, Jr.
Valerie Fearby
Wendy K. Fechter

F. Alex Fehrman
John Feroleto
Paula Feroleto
Helen Ferraro-Zaffram
Catherine Foote
Lenora Foote-Beavers
Stefan Foster
Karlene Foster
Russ Foster
Carol Foster
Terrence Foster
Christie Foster
Jane Fowler
Leslie Fox
Robert W. Frangooles
Howard B. Frank
Margaret French
R.J. Friedman
Eric J. Froebel 
Nancy E. Furman
Sarah Galvan
Jeff Gangi
Joseph Garguilo
Mark Garguilo
Maureen Garguilo
Henry Gartner
Robert Gastle
James D. Gauthier
Susan George
Ann H Gernstl
Sharon Stern Gerstman
Heather and Joseph Giambra
Emma Giammaresi
Herman Ginsburg
David Giordano
Judith Golata
Denise Gonez-Santos
Leslie Gorman
Jerome C. Gorski
Garry Graber
Kenneth and Adrianne Graber
Gerald Grace, Jr.
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Darlene Gramstad
Marilyn Gratto
Wilbert Green
Leslie Mark Greenbaum
Jane Griffin
Laura Groschadl
Nancy Guemes
Frederick Gugino
Christine Halik
Linda Hall
Suzanne Hamilton-Redding
Vincent and Casey Hanley
James J Harmaty
Jeffrey Harrington
Donna Hartnett
Karen Harvey
Florine Harwell
Steven and Rachel Haseley
Donna Haslinger
David R. Hayes
Lindsay Heckler
Sarah Hedden
Holly Hejmowski
Franklin W. Heller
Jennifer Hemming
Ann Herman
Ann Giardina Hess
Thomas Hewner
Richard Heye
Cherie Hills
Andrew Hilton
Marilyn Hochfield
Susan Hogan
Timothy Hoover
Scott Horton
Bettie House
Thomas Hurley
Thomas and Martha Hyde
Paul Isaac
Mildred Iyasere
Rosalie Jagoda
Joseph J. Jamieson

Marian Janiszewski
Markey W. Jimerson
Earline Jones
Christina B Jones
Todd Joseph
Karen Kaczmarski
Kathleen and Gary Kanaley
Cindy Kaplan Bennes
Judith D. Katzenelson
Thomas J. Keable
Joan and David Kernan
Yam Khanal
Naina Khanal
Peter G. Klein
Brian Koch
Nicole Komin
Rose Konowalski
Cheryl Kostrewa
Philip Kowalski
Linda Krause
Paul W. Kullman
Robert Kutzuba
Stephanie Ladiana
Marcia Ladiana
Rita Ladiana
Bonnie Ladiana
John J. LaFalce
Richard Lappel
Virginia Laskey
Joyce Lathan
Mallie Lattimore
Sandra Lauer
Louis M. Lauria
Courtland R. LaVallee
James A. Lazarus
David Lazenski
Bettilou Lazzaro
Shell Le
Ryan Ledebur
Philip D. Leone
Frances Lester
Linda Rae Lillis
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Penelope H. Lips
John Lipsitz
Julie Loesch
Sally Logan
Bradley S. Loliger
Leonard London
Theresa Lorenzo
Sharon LoVallo
Albert Lowman
Gordon Lyon
James L. Magavern
Margaret Makowski-Greenky
William D. Maldovan
Audrey Mang
Bernadette Marczak
Angela Marinucci
Richard Mark Tress
Edward J. Markarian
Linda Markarian
Frederick J. Marshall
Victor Martucci
Muriel Matuszewski
Karen M. McCafferty
Jeremiah J. McCarthy
Bridget E. McCarthy
Caroline McDonough
Jacqueline McGinley
Patricia M. McGrath
Roslyn L. McLin
Liam McMahon
Kathleen E. McMahon-Stoll
Gerald McSweeney
Frank Medina
Fidele Nlemvo Menavanza
Carol Milks
Craig L. Miller
Caralyn Mirand Koch
Jennifer Moeller
Frances Monaco
Ann Monroe
Clair A. Montroy

Margaret R. Morgan
Todd A. Morth
Deena Mueller-Funke
Munega Muhaya
Colleen Colette Mullaney-Westfall
Doris C. Musacchio
Thomas W. Nelson
Rebecca Newberry
Robert B. Nichols
F. Harris Nichols
Edward Nickson
Karen Nicolson
Trivia Night
Hari and Devi Niroula
Edward Northwood
Linda Novotny
Cindy Ochs
Bridget O'Connell
Alice Odom
John F. O'Donnell
Tolulope Odunsi
Randall Odza
Kathleen O'Hara
Michael Olear
Richard Olszanski
Michael Overholt
Christina Oztan
Edward Pace
Catherine Nugent Panepinto
Gerald Paradise
Michelle M. Parker
Parrinello Printing
Nicole Parshall
Daniel T. Parshall
John Pastore
Kirtan Patel
John Y. Pax
Karen Perrigo
Madonna J. Peters
Lorna Peterson
Arc J. Petricca
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Kimberly Phelan
Judith Piwowar
Deborah Pokerwinski
Rosalind M. Polanowski
Mark Poloncarz
Steven H. Polowitz
Robin A Pouler-McGrath
Theodore J. Pyrak
Michael Quinn
Kevin Quinn
Carol Ann Quintana
John Quintana
Carol A Radich
Joseph L. Randazzo
Cheryl M. Reed
Michael Reilly
Bruce Reinoso
Aven Rennie
Michael Reynolds
Anna Marie Richmond
George E. Riedel
Debra J Rissinger
Debra Ritz
Christa Rivo
Edward Robinson
Terrence Robinson
Katherine Robinson
Charlotte D. Roederer
Susan K Roll
Howard S. Rosenhoch
Richard Rosso
Marc Ruettiman
Arthur A Russ
Patricia A Ryan
Makayla A Santiago
Kelly Sarama
Melinda Saran
Jerome Schad
Jennifer Scharf
Geralyn A. Schiffler
Arthur P. Schmidt
Holly Schoenborn

David Schopp
James Schwegler
Jeremy Scott
Ellen Scumaci
Robert Scumaci
Arthur Searight
E. Michael Semple
David Shapiro
Nancy Sheehan
Nita G. Shelley
Harry Shelton
Richard J Sherwood
Mary Sicard
Jacqueline Simon Katche
Marc Sitarek
Monica R Smith
Thomas Smith
Jamie Smith
Anita Smith
Haley Smith
Eugene Smolka
James W. Smyton
Peggy Lillis Snajczuk
Cathy A. Sneddon
Allen Sneddon
Carl Snitzer
Edward J. Snyder
Roxanne M Sorensen
Elma Spacht
Robert Spampata
Mark Spitler
David and Kathleen Starkey
Alana Stempien
Roger Stone
Sallyann Sullivan
Ronald Surdej
Kathleen M. Sweet
Brenda Symans
Patricia Tango
Paula Jean Tenz
Marsha Thompson
Gayla Thompson
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Elaine Towne
Gayle Towne Murphy
Clarice Tshibuabua
Shirley Tucker
Janice L. Tyson
Patricia Ulrich
Jeffrey Van Voorhis
Vera Venkova
Candace Vogel
Judith L. Voit
Eleanor Volk
Susan Von Arx
George Vouros
Mark R Walling
Laurie Walsh
Kevin Walsh
Dennis E. Ward
James Ward
Amanda Warner
James Washington
Thomas Watson
Jeanne Weber
Ann Wegrzyn
John Welch
Brian R Welsh
Eileen Wheeler
Shawn Whitacre
Michael C. Wild
Alan J. Williams
Ann Williams
Frances L. Wilson
Janet Wisbaum
Ruth R. Wiseman Spivack
Laurence Woodward
Kim Zaffram
Marilyn Zahm
Deborah Zdrojewski
Arnold N. Zelman
John Ziegler
Janelle Zorn

Rosalie Bailey
Steven Bengart
John C. Brady
Jeffrey Fuchs
Timothy M O'Mara
Pamela J Pyle
Ronald and Margaret Talboys
Cynthia Vance
Robert Weissflach

Companies, Organizations, and 
Foundations

Abbarno McLaughlin & Kedzielawa
Advance 2000
Amazon Smile
Avalon Document Services
Bengart & DiMarco
Bickford Paper Company
Brooks & Brooks, LLP
Buffalo Building & Construction Trades Council
Christ United Methodist Church
Clarence Senior Citizens, Inc.
Collins & Collins Attorneys, LLC
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo
Cooke & Steffan
CVM Electric
Eaton Office Supply Co., Inc.
Evans-Devereux Memorial Fund
FindLaw
Friendship Baptist Church
Garman Family Foundation Fund 
Gibson, McAskill & Crosby
Judges & Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert
Hamberger & Weiss Healthy Community Alliance
HoganWillig, PLLC

2019 DONOR LIST
The following individuals are members of 
the Circle of Justice, our leadership giving 
society. These donors made gift totaling 
$1,000 or more during 2019.
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Companies, Organizations, and Foundations (Continued)

Hurwitz & Fine, PC
Jensen, Marks, Langer & Vance
Kenney Shelton Liptak Nowak
Key Private Bank
Lake Shore Savings Bank
Laping Surdej Associates
Lawley Service Inc.
Lipsitz & Ponterio
Lombardo Funeral Home
M&T Charitable Foundation
Marketing Tech
Medtronic Foundation
Network for Good
Norstar Development USA
Paramount Settlement Planning, LLC
Pfalzgraf Beinhauer & Menzies
Phillips Lytle
QLS Solution Group Inc.
Revive the Ambience
Rodeo City Senior Citizens

State Employees Federated Appeal (SEFA)
Teamsters Local 264
The Arlene & Ruth Mathews Fund
The Bennes Family Fund
The Bonadio Group
The Cameron and Jane Baird Foundation
The Coppola Firm
The Estate of Bradley J Gollwitzer
The Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies
The New York Bar Foundation
The Weissman Family Foundation, Inc.
Town of Cheektowaga 
Town of Concord
United Way
Vinal & Vinal, P.C.
Walsh Duffield
WBASNY Western NY Chapter
Westside Women's Group 
 (Bethel Lutheran Church)
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP

2019 DONOR LIST

* This is meant to be a comprehensive list of all donors who made a gift between 
January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019. If you believe that you or your company was 
inadvertently left off this list, please let us know by contacting sdicamillo@elderjusticeny.org.
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Our 23rd Annual Golf Tournament was held on June 24, 2019 at Wanakah Country Club. 
All proceeds from the event support the mission of the Center for Elder Law & Justice 
to provide free civil legal services to older adults, people with disabilities, or low-
income individuals in Western New York.

Title Sponsor
Key Private Bank

Towel Sponsor
Collins & Collins Attorneys, LLC

Ball Sponsor
Buffalo Building & Construction Trades 
Council

Cocktail Sponsor
Jensen, Marks, Langer & Vance

Keg Sponsor
Norstar Development USA., LLP

Photo Sponsor
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP

Silver Sponsors
Advance 2000
Bengart & DeMarco
FindLaw
Gibson, McAskill & Crosby
Hodgson Russ
Kenney, Shelton, Liptak, Nowak LLP 
Bonadio & Co.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS!

Silver Sponsors (Continued)
Marketing Tech
Masiello, Martucci, Calabrese & Associates
Olear Team at MJ Peterson Real Estate
Paramount Settlement Planning, LLC
Pfalzgraf Beinhauer & Menzies
Smith Vavonese, LLP

Additional Sponsors
Avalon Document Services
Elder Care Solutions of WNY
Dinosaur BBQ
Hurwitz & Fine, P.C
John Brady 
Lawley Insurance
Lipsitz & Ponterio 
Lombardo Funeral Home
Parrinello Painting, INC. 
QLS Solutions
Rapid Ray’s 
WBASNY WNY
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

Silent Auction Donors
Ed & Marla Robinson
Joseph & Mindy Doerfler
Jeremy & Molly White






